


















































































































































Solar plane lands in Spain after
three-day Atlantic crossing

An airplane powered solely by the sun landed safely in Seville in Spain
early on Thursday after an almost three-day flight across the Atlantic
from New York in one of the longest legs of the first ever fuel-less flight
around the world. The single-seat Solar Impulse 2 touched down short-
ly after 7.30 a.m. local time in Seville after leaving John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport at about 2.30 a.m. EDT on June 20. The flight of just
over 71 hours was the 15th leg of the round-the-world journey by the
plane piloted in tums by Swiss aviators Bertrand Piccard and Andre
Borschberg.

"Oh-la-la, absolutely perfect," Piccard said after landing, thanking his
engineering crew for their efforts.

With a cruising speed of around 70 kilometers an hour (43 miles per
hour), similar to an average car, the plane has more than 17,0000 solar
cells built in to wings with a span bigger than that of a Boeing 747.

Disney works its magic on new Shanghai theme park

The Magic Kingdom comes to the Middle Kingdom this week when Disney
opens its first theme park in mainland China, betting the growing middle

class will spend big on leisure despite a slowing economy.

The $5.5 billion resort, which opens Thursday, features the world’s biggest
Disney castle, its blue-topped spires rising above land once occupied by

farms and small factories on the outskirts of commercial hub Shanghai.

Disney is seeking to attract crowds with a boat ride based on the "Pirates of
the Caribbean", a show from the mega-hit "Frozen" and a "Star Wars" attrac-
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London church opens doors for
Muslims, hosts grand Iftar

History was made 0
when a centuries-old = | 1
church in London not ' &
only opened its
doors for Muslims to
break their fast at the : Sia
church but also or- 3 o

i

. I8
ganised a prayer ses- rﬁ

.y

sion and Iftari for B

hundreds of Muslims and the church leaders fasted
alongside Muslims to promote interfaith harmony.

St. James’s Church, Piccadilly, joined hands with the
City Circle to invite more than 400 Muslims as well as
followers of other faiths for a grand interfaith Iftar
dinner and invited London's new Mayor Sadig Khan as
the guest speaker. Mayor of London Sadig Khan, who
has been fasting and famously broke his fast on stage
during the European Union referendum national debate
on the BBC, said that it's the duty of Muslims to reach
out to non-Muslims and explain the real positive nature
of Islam to dispel the wrong perceptions about

tion populated by characters from the science-fiction saga among the draws

featuring the company’s beloved movies.

The project broke ground in April 2011, with Disney chairman and chief ex- W :

ecutive Bob lger telling reporters it would be a "significant milestone" in the R ¥ e
company’s history. i . o ": P 4
But the opening comes as China’s economic growth has dropped to its o R B =

weakest level in a quarter of a century, a disappointing end to decades of ! e s o i S I’

double-digit growth spurred by government infrastructure spending.

Researchers again detect gravitational waves from hlack hole merger

Scientists have observed gravitational waves produced by the collision of two black holes for the second time in three months, re-
searchers announced. Albert Einstein predicted the existence of gravitational waves in his theory of relativity a century ago, and sci-
entists have been able to detect the waves with an instrument known as the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory,
or LIGO. Black holes form in the final stage of most massive stars” evolution. The space bodies are so dense that neither light nor
matter can escape them. Sometimes the holes couple, orbiting in a "dance® around each other as they lose energy in the form of

gravitational waves, ultimately merging into a single black hole. Those gravitational waves — "ripples in the fabric of space time" -
allow scientists to detect when the black holes merge. On December 26, 2015, waves first signaled a collision that occurred about
1.4 billion light-years from Earth, meaning the gravitational waves crossed space for 1.4 billion years before the LIGO instruments
could pick them up.
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